40             THE  THIRTEENTH  CENTURY

Twelfth- and Thirteenth-century Farming. It will be well to
begin by a look at an actual manor belonging to Mcrton College,
Oxford, in 1298. There arc twenty freehold tenants, four villeins,
and four cotters. The freeholders hold by different tenures:
one does militaiy service for forty days and suit at the lord's
court; another 'pays 55 6d. yearly and three capons and to
find a reaper foi three days in harvest and to carry corn for
one and a half days and carry one load annually to a neighbouring
town '; others pay various sums. The villeins hold half-virgates
(15 acres probably) and pay 2s. io\d. money rent, a hen at
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Christmas, ten eggs at Kastoi, and u goose on August i. One
of them (a woman) has to find two reapers two days of one week
during harvest and in three other days to cut J am; of corn
daily, In another week she is to find two reapers on Monday
and one on Friday, Evory fourth week from September 2<)
to August i she is to work with ono other person, Saturdays
and feast-days exceptert. She is to help wash and shear this
lord's sheep. She is to plough 6 measures of land every fourth
Sunday and i i acres at varying times of the year. In this way
the demesne was cultivated and the villeins cultivated their own
fields at thu same time. The four cotteis wore no doubt general
labourers.